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REGISTER OF THE INDEPENDENT OR CONGRE- 
GATIONAL (CIRCULAR) CHURCH, 
i 732- i 738. 

Prepared for Publication 
by 

Mabel L. Webber. 

This Church 1 which in its minutes is called, "The Society 
or Church of Christian Protestant Dissenters of the Congre- 
gational or Presbyterial Form," was established in Charles 
Town, South Carolina between 1685 and 1690 as is shown 
by the following extract from a letter to be found in the 
minutes, and dated March 1st. 1750, addressed to the "Rev d . 
Doctors John Guise, P : Doddridge and David Jennings or 
any one of them," in England. 

* * * "Upwards of Sixty Years ago a Church con- 
sisting of English and Scotch Dissenters, was Settled here; 
which at the beginning had its ministers 2 from New Eng- 
land; and Agreed very well together; — till about Fifty 
Years ago, that a Minister 3 who was Born and Educated in 
Scotland happening (in his Travels) to come to this Prov- 
ince was some time after made Pastor of this Church, and 
being Strongly Attached to the Scotch Presbyterian Gov- 
ernment of the Church, some uneasiness then arose, and 
continued in ours even throughout the whole Time of his 
Successour, who was a Minister 4 from Ireland, and proved 
more moderate, with Respect to Church-Governm* : After 

'Historical sketches of this church will be found in Charleston 
Year Book, 1882, pp. 373-396, and in Howe's Hist, of the Presbyterian 
Church, in S. C, V. 1. 

2 There were three ministers from New England before 1700; 
Benj. Pierpont, who came to S. C. in 1691, and died 1698, aged 30; 

Adams, who was pastor for a very short time, and of whom 

little is known; and John Cotton, son of the celebrated John Cot- 
ton; he came to Charlestown in November or December, 1698, and 
died of yellow fever, September 18, 1699. Howe's Hist. Pres. Ch., 
Vol. I, p. 122. 

3 Rev. Arch. Stobo, minister of this church from 1700 to 1704. 

'Rev. Wm. Livingston, pastor from 1704 to 1720. 
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the Death of the latter, an Invitation was sent to New-Eng- 
land, whence we had our next Minister, 5 who being also a 
moderate Man (tho he Associated with the Ministers of, 
and Sat with the Presbytery) our Brethren of the Scotch- 
Nation, in his Time thought fit to Separate themselves, and 
Build a distinct Meeting-House, 6 in this Town, about 
Eighteen Years Since, and have their Ministers for it, from 
Scotland only. 

Indeed the Donor of the Land, whereon our Meeting- 
House is Built, Settled it by Deed, for the Public Worship 
of God, therein to be Performed, by any Dissenting Min- 
ister of the Congregational, Independent or Presbyterian 
Persuasion : Where either of the three Forms, answers the 
Donors Intent; and should any Body allege that We can- 
not be Presbyterians, who do not exactly keep up to, and 
perform all things Practical in the Governm* : of the Church 
of Scotland, and Therefore Term us Congregational or 
Independ ts : We will not Contend about it : — nor Censure 
this or that Form; and shall wish to have a Minister of 
such Catholic and Charitable Principles as our Church Pro- 
fesses. 

The Presbyterian Form of Government, as Exercised 
in the Church of Scotland, is neither Practicable in England 
or Carolina, where Episcopacy is the only Church Gov- 
ernm* : Established by the Law ; Notwithstanding Dissenters 
here enjoy Greater Civil Privileges, than those which Live 
in England." * * * 

The minutes of the Independent Congregational Church 
from 1732 to 1796 are contained in a manuscript folio 
volume of 456 pages; 27 pages at the end of the book are 
taken up with a record of marriages, baptisms and burials, 
from January i6,> 1732 to May 9, 1738, which we now 
undertake to print. 

The index to the minutes is headed "Index of the 6th 

5 Rev. Nathan Bassett, came from Mass., in 1724, died of small 
pox, June 26, 1738. (See S. C. Gazette, July 20, 1738, 1st page, 
2d col.) 

Tirst (Scotch) Presbyterian Church, established 1731. 

'Frances Simonds, widow of Henry Simonds, who, in 1704, 
gave a lot of land, 100 by 130 feet. 
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Register." The minutes give a full history of the Church, 
and contain much local history as well. 

The next register gives marriages from 1 790-181 5, and 
births from 1 784-1815 ; the Registers from 1738 to 1784 be- 
ing apparently lost. 

Register. 1 
Memorandum,* there was a former Register kept, belong- 
ing to the Meeting-House & Congregation; — which by 
Misfortune of the Great-Hurricane that happen*: the 5 th : & 
6 th : Sept': 171 3, was lost; when the House where the late 
Rev": M r : W m : Livingston, Minister, dec d : then lived, (and 
in whose possession it was) at White-Point in Cha s : Town, 
in this Province, was washed & carried away by the over- 
flowing of the Sea. 

<P Inform" : of John Tipar — 
pres* : Clerk. 
Feb': th 1733. 

Stevens, Widow of Nicholas Stevens dec d : departed this 
Life, the 16 th : January 1732 ; and was buried the 17 th : ditto, 
by me — John Tripar. 

John May, departed this Life, the 17"*: January 1732, 
and was buried the 18 th : ditto : by me. 

John Tirpar. 

Salton, Wife of ■ Salton, departed this Life, the 

24": January 1732, and was buried the 25 th : d°: 

by me John Tripar. 
Dorothy Smith, Wife of George Smith, departed this 
Life, the 24"" January 1732, and was buried the 25 th : ditto. 
— by me. 

John Tripar. 
John Hirst, departed this Life, the 20 th : February 1732, 
and was buried the 21": ditto, by me 

John Tripar. 

TThis Society is indebted to Mr. Horace Mitchell for the privi- 
lege of copying the Register. 

*This memorandum appears on the opposite page to the first 
entries in the register. 
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Honour Burrows, Widow, departed this Life, the 8 th : of 
March 1732, and was buried the 9" 1 : ditto, by me — 

John Tripar. 
Dorothy Bassett, Daughter of me Nathan Bassett, and 
Mary my Wife, was Baptized the I st : April 1733. by me 

Nathan Bassett. 
Love Leger, Daughter of Peter Leger and Mary his Wife, 
was Baptized the 22* : April 1733, by me 

Nathan Bassett. 

Middleton, Son of Solomon Middleton & his 

Wife, departed this Life, the io tfi May 1733, and was buried 
the 11 th : ditto, by me 

John Tripar. 
Hepzibah Law, Daughter of Benjamin Law & Sarah his 

Wife, was Baptized the of 1732 by me 

Nathan Bassett. 
Samuel Eveleigh and Elizabeth Eveleigh, were solemnly 
Married together May 31 st : 1733, by me: I being well as- 
sured that the purpose of their Marriage was first duly 
published in our Meeting-House, in Charles Town, in the 
hearing of the Congregation — present, on three several 
Sabbath-days, immediately before Divine Service, and no 
objection being made thereto. 

Nathan Bassett. 

Lois Mathewes, Daughter of James Mathewes & Eliz" : 
his Wife, was Baptized the I st : June 1733, by me. 

Nathan Bassett. 

Lois Mathewes, Daughter of James Mathewes and Eliz* : 
his Wife, departed this Life, the 2 d : June 1733, and the 
same day was buried, by me 

John Tripar. 

Alexander Peronneau and Mary Pollock, were Solemnly 
Married together June f h : 1733, by me: I being well 
assur"; by a Testimonial to me produced, under the hand 
of the Rev° a : M" : William Porter, Minister of a Congre- 
gation at Seawee in this Province (where both the Parties 
are well known) that the Purpose of the said Marriage 
was first duly Published in the Meeting-House and in the 
hearing of that Congregation, on three several Sabbath- 
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days, immediately before Divine Service, and no Objection 
being made. 

Nathan Bassett. 
Ebenezer Simmons, Son of Ebenez* : Simmons and Eliza- 
beth his wife, departed this Life, the 9 th : June 1733 and was 
buried the 10 th : ditto, by me. 

John Tripar. 
Elizabeth Cleland, Daughter of William Cleland & Mar- 
garet his Wife, was Baptized the 16 th : June 1733 — by me 

Nathan Bassett. 
James Jennby and Summers, Widow, were Sol- 
emnly Married together, 1 733, 2 by me. 

Nathan Bassett. 
Charles Jones, Son of Samuel Jones & Mary his Wife, 
departed this Life, the 19 th : July 1733; and was buried the 
20 th : Ditto — by me 

John Tripar. 
Henry Selman, departed this Life, the 18 th : July 1733; 
and was buried the 19 th : ditto, by me 

John Tripar. 
Herbert Kerr, departed this Life, the 18" 1 : July 1733; 
and was buried the 19 th : ditto, by me 

John Tripar. 
Anne Warham, Daughter of Charles Warham & Martha 
his Wife, was Baptized the 29": July 1733, by 

Nathan Bassett. 
Anne Warham, Daughter of Charles Warham and Mar- 
tha his Wife, departed this Life, the 30 th : July 1733, and 
the same day was buried by me 

John Tripar. 
John Hall, departed this Life, the 2 a : Aug st : 1733, & the 
same day was buried, by me 

John Tripar. 
Eliz* : Cleland, Daughter of Wm : Cleland & Marg* : his 

Wife died 1733, and was buried 

Benjamin Simmons, Son of Ebenez r : Simmons, and 
Elizabeth his Wife, was Baptized Aug st : 5" 1 : 1733. by me 

Nathan Bassett. 

2 Where the banns were published in the Charleston church, the 
statement has been omitted to save space. 



32 SO. CA. HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL MAGAZINE 

William M°:Mechen, departed this Life, the 12": of 
Aug": 1733, & was buried the 13 th : ditto, by me 

John Tripar. 

Mary Marquess, Daughter of Marquess and Pricilla 

his Wife, was Baptized August 1 733, by me 

Nathan Bassett. 
Elizabeth Milner, Daughter of John and Hannah Milner, 
was Baptized September 21 st : 1733, by me — 

Nathan Bassett. 
Sarah Middleton, Daughter of Solomon Middleton & 
Anna his Wife, was baptized Septemb' : 21 st : 1733, — by me 

Nathan Bassett. 
John Hay, departed this Life, the 23 d : Sept r : 1733, and 
was buried the 24 th :, Ditto, by me — 

John Tripar. 
William Eddings and Theodora Law, Widow, were 
Solemnly Married together Septemb r : 1733, by me, I being 
well assured by a Testimonial to me produced, from under 
the hand of the Rev" : M r : Moore, Min r : of a Con- 
gregation at Edisto in this Province (where both parties 
are well known) that the purpose of the said Marriage was 
first duly Published in the Meeting-House, and in the Hear- 
ing of that Congregation, on three several Sabbath-days, 
immediately before Divine Service; and no Objection being 
made. 

Nathan Bassett. 
James Smith, departed this Life, the 29 th : of September 
1733, and was buried the 30 th : ditto, by me 

John Tripar. 
Elizabeth Henderson, Wife of James Henderson, depart": 
this Life, Sept": 29 th : 1733, & was buried the 30 th : ditto, 
by me. 

John Tripar. 
Henry Berry, departed this Life, the 9 th : October, 1733 
and was buried the 10 th : ditto, by me 

John Tripar. 
Jane Nelson, Daughter of George Nelson, & Eleanor his 
Wife, was Baptized Octob r : 31" : 1733, by me 

Nathan Bassett. 
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Samuel Nelson, Son of John Nelson, & Susannah his 
Wife, was Baptized October 31 st : 1733, by me 

Nathan Bassett. 
John Hesket, Son of Georges Hesket & Mary his Wife, 
was Baptized Novemb': 4" 1 : 1733, by me 

Nathan Bassett. 
James Starns, Son of Charles Starnes, & Mercy his Wife 
was Baptized November 4" 1 : 1733, by me 

Nathan Bassett. 
Henry Coffin & Mary Cane, were Solemnly Married to- 
gether November 6 th : 1733, by me. 

Nathan Bassett. 
Henry Livingston and Anne Bell, Widow, were solemnly 
Married together December nth: 1733, by me, — * * * 

Nathan Bassett. 
Dorothy Smith, Daughter of Archer Smith & Edith his 
Wife, was Baptized December the 30 th : 1733, by me 

Nathan Bassett. 
Greenwood Somersall Thornton, Son of Joseph Thorn- 
ton and Martha his wife, was Baptized December 30th : 
1733, by me 

Nathan Bassett. 
Nathaniel Withers, Son of Lawrence Withers and Eliz* : 
his Wife, was Baptized January I st : 1733, by me — 

Nathan Bassett. 
Greenwood Somersall Thornton, Son of Joseph Thorn- 
ton and Martha his Wife, departed this Life, the 4 th : of 
Jan r : 1733, and was buried the same day — by me — 

John Tripar. 
Sam 1 : Eveleigh, Son of Samuel Eveleigh & Eliz a : his 
Wife, — was Baptized Feb 7 : 5 th : 1733, by me 

Nathan Bassett. 
Hugh Mathewes, Son of Anthony Mathewes Jun r : & 
Anne his Wife, was Baptized Feb y : 17 th : 1733, by me 

Nathan Bassett. 
Hugh Mathewes, Son of Anth": Mathewes Jun r : and 
Anne his Wife, departed this Life, the 18 th : Feby 1733; 
and was buried by me. 

John Tripar. 
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John Oliver, Son of George Oliver and Mary his Wife, 
of Wandoe-Neck, in Berkley County, was Baptized March 

3 d : *733> b y me 

Nathan Bassett. 

Charles Jones, Son of Samuel Jones and Mary his Wife, 
was Baptized March io": 1733, by me — 

Nathan Bassett. 
Martha Peronneau, Daughter of Henry Peronneau Jun r : 
& Elizabeth his Wife, was Baptiz": March 10 th : 1733, 
by me — 

Nathan Bassett. 
John Peronneau, Son of Alexander Peronneau and Mary 
his Wife, was Baptized by me the 20 th : day of March 
1733 ; he being Born the same day. — 

Nathan Bassett. 
Elizabeth Hendrick, Daughter of Daniel Heridrick and 

his Wife, of Colleton County, near Will-Town, 

was Baptized by me, the 26 th : March 1734. — 

Nathan Bassett. 
William Stone, Son of John Stone and Susanna his Wife, 
was Baptiz": April 7 th : 1734, by Me — 

Nathan Bassett. 
Paul Marion and Elizabeth Peronneau, were Solemnly 
Married together, April 19 th : 1734; by me: * * * 

Nathan Bassett. 
Sarah Howard, Daughter of Experience Howard & 
Rachel his Wife, was Baptized April 26 th : 1734, by me — 

Nathan Bassett. 
Experience Howard, Son of Experience Howard and 
Rachel his Wife, was Baptized April 26 th : 1734, by me — 

Nathan Bassett. 
John Goodwin, Son of Richard Goodwin and Anne his 
Wife, was Baptized April 27 th : 1734, by me 

Nathan Bassett. 

Thomas Lindsay and Elizabeth Tipper, were Solemnly 
Married together May 7 th : 1734, by me: * * * 

Nathan Bassett. 

William Russell, Son of William Russell and Abigail 
his Wife was Baptized May f: 1734, by me — 

Nathan Bassett. 
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Adam Daniell, Son of John Daniel and Mary his Wife 
was Baptized May 12th: 1734, by me, 

Nathan Bassett. 
John Daniell, Son of John Daniell and Mary his Wife 
was Baptized May 12"": 1734, by me, 

Nathan Bassett. 
James Ballentine, Son of William Ballentine & Eleanor 
his Wife, was Baptized May 12": 1734, by me, 

Nathan Bassett. 
Daniel Legare, Son of Solomon Legare and Amy his 
Wife, was Baptized June 2 a : 1734, by me — 

Nathan Bassett. 
Samuel Eveleigh, Son of Sam 1 : Eveleigh & Elizabeth his 
Wife, departed this Life the 14 th : June 1734, and was 
buried the 15 th : ditto, by me, 

John Tripar. 

John Brown, departed the Life the 27 th : June 1734, and 
was Buried, by me — 

John Tripar. 
Rachel File, departed this Life, and was Buried I st : July 
1734, by me— 

John Tripar. 

Samuel Axson, Son of Samuel and his Wife, was 

Baptized July II th : 1734, by me — 

Nathan Bassett. 
Henry Cassello and Margaret Mitchell were Solemnly 
Married together, July 18": 1734; * * * 

Nathan Bassett. 
Solomen Tozer died July 20" 1 : 1732, and was buried the 
same day, by me. — 

John Tripar. 

Edward Hanseed departed this Life July 24": 1734, & 
was buried, by me — 

John Tripar. 
Elizabeth Bee, Daughter of Jn°: Bee and Martha his 
Wife departed this Life August 4": 1734, and was buried 
by me — 

John Tripar. 
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Abraham, a Negro Man, of M r : Samuel Jones's — was 
Baptized August the 11 th : 1734, by me — 

Nathan Bassett. 
Sarah Heskett, Daughter of George Heskett & Mary 
his Wife, departed this Life and was Buried, August the 
14": 1734, by me— 

Samuel Axson. 
Sarah Middleton, Daughter of Solomon Middleton & 
Anna his Wife, departed this Life and was Buried August 
30 th : 1734, by me— 

Samuel Axson. 
Susanna Warham, Daughter of Charles Warham & 
Martha his Wife, was Baptized Septemb': 11 th : 1734, by 
me — 

Nathan Bassett. 
Susannah Warham, Daughter of Charles Warham and 
Martha his Wife, departed this Life the I3 tb : September 
1734, and was Buried the 14th: by me 

Sa e " : Axson. 
Charles Ramee, departed this Life the 14"*: September, 
1734, and was Buried the 15 th : ditto, by me — 

Samuel Axson. 
Dorthy Smith, the Daughter of the Reverend Mr: Josiah 
Smith & Elizabeth his Wife, departed this Life the 17 th : 
September 1734, and was Buried the same day, by me 

Samuel Axson. 
Elizabeth Somersall, departed this Life the 10 th : of Octo- 
ber 1732, and was Buried the 11 th : ditto, by me — 

Samuel Axson. 
Joseph Ballantine, Son of John Ballantine & Eliz* : his 
Wife was Baptized Octob': 4 th : 1734, by me. 

Nathan Bassett. 
Sarah Bedon, Daughter of Richard Bedon Jun r : & Sarah 
his Wife, departed this Life, the 18": October, 1734, and 
was buried the iQ lh : ditto, by me — 

Samuel Axson. 
Anthony Mathewes, Son of James Mathewes and 
Elizabeth his Wife, was Baptized Octob r : 20"": 1734 — 
by me, 

Nathan Bassett. 
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Elizabeth Barksdale, Daughter of Thomas Barksdale and 
Sarah his Wife, was Baptized Octob r : 20"': 1734, — by me, 

Nathan Bassett. 
Lydia Dart, Daughter of John Dart and Hannah his 
Wife, was Baptized October 27 th : 1734, by me — 

Nathan Bassett. 
Elizabeth Savage, Wife of Benjamin Savage, departed 
this Life, November the 4 th : 1734, and was buried the 5 th : 
ditto by me— 

Samuel Axson. 
Anne Collins, Daughter of Jn° : Collins dec 4 : and Hannah 
Collins his Widow, departed this Life the 19 th : Nov r : 1734, 
and was buried the same day, by me 

Samuel Axson. 
Peter Irvine, departed this Life the 25 th : November 1734, 
and was buried the 26" : ditto, by me, 

Samuel Axson. 
Elizabeth Ash, Wife of Samuel Ash, departed this Life 
the 28 th : November 1734, and was buried the same day, — 
by me — 

Samuel Axson. 
Richard Rendeel (a Ladd, who was drowned) was 
buried December 26 th : 1 734, by me , 

Samuel Axson. 
Archer Smith, Son of Archer Smith, & Edith his Wife, 
was Baptized December the 27 th : 1734 — by me — 

Nathan Bassett. 
(To be continued.) 



